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Lets Pray together, 
Lord thank you for this time we’ve had to worship, thank you for the 
words telling us about meeting you, the experience of you working in 
our hearts and lives. The promise that we will go to be with you. Lord 
these are great, true, precious promises. We thank you for the them. 
Thank you for your word that you given us, that you have inspired to be 
written, inspired to be preserved, translated. Then you’ve given it to us, 
such privilege. The same Holy Spirit that made this inspiration gave, the 
the inspiration is the one who leads us. We acknowledged today that we 
need you to open our eyes and ears, and not to suppress and resist 
what it is you say to us. But to help us freely receive what you want us 
to know.  I do ask that the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart will be acceptable to you, that you would accomplish what you  
want, through your word, we pray this In your name. Amen 

During the month of September, we’re calling it family celebration 
month. During the Sunday School time we are meeting in this 
Auditorium to talk about ,who we are, where we come from, we're 
going. And I know that for some of you, you've heard it before. But it 
doesn't hurt to hear it again. For some of you it's the first time you've 
you have heard it. The ideas we are celebrating, the fact that God has 
made us a family. I want to have the same emphasis with the sermon 
times.  

Last week we heard from Steve Hoekstra, talking about our larger 
family or greater family around the country and around the world and 
the work that is being done. Fo the next 3 weeks I want us to look 
together at what I'm calling the pastoral of what are called the Pastoral 
Epistles. And asking the question what is the most important task of the 
church? So my sermons are going to be somewhat complementary to 
what happened in this Sunday school time. But we will possibly take a 
different track, but I want us to think about what does it mean to be 
Church. What is the most important thing we can do? If I would open up 
the floor which I'm not going to, just wanted to let you know that. To 
answer that question, I think we would get a lot of different answers. So  



2. 
I wanted to go to the scripture and ask the question, what is the most 
important task of the church? And these Pastoral Epistles, they're 
called, it just means a letter, pastoral means it was written to pastors.  
Paul knew that he was at going to die soon, he knew that he was at the 
end of his ministry. It was the seventh decade 650 65 66 67 AD its the 
first century. Paul has been in prison once, he'll be in prison again and 
he's going to be executed. And the Lord has let him know that, and so 
he's written these letters. 1st Timothy, and Titus after his first 
imprisonment, and then 2nd Timothy during his second, when he knows 
that the end is near and so he's telling them I want you to pay attention 
and focus on the most important thing with your church. There’s one 
verse which I think summarizes all three letters, 2nd Timothy chapter 
one verse 14. If you have your Pew Bible and you want to look there its 
page 1190. Otherwise you can look at your Bible. And for the next three 
Sundays I want us to look at one verse. Hows that? It will take some 
glances at other parts of the Pastoral Epistles and other parts of the 
Bible but I think it all is summarized as one verse. So let's look at it.  

II Timothy 1:14 “Guard, though the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the 
treasure which has been entrusted to you.  

As Paul is writing just out of prison or back in prison and knows this is 
the end he rights to Timothy wrights to Titus. He knows he's these guys 
are going to share it with others and in fact he tells them to do that. 
That's the most important thing you can do is guard the Holy Spirit who 
dwells in us treasure which has been entrusted to you.  

Now just for today, I don't want you to think that I'm changing the Bible.  
I want to take prepositional phrase out, had to ask my daughter what 
that was called. Since she graduated with an English degree, I thought 
it was safe. If you take that phrase out, it’s talking about how you're 
going to guard. The emphasis is there and you see the emphasis in the 
focus which by the way I'll just remind you whenever I put scriptures up 
on the screen and you see those three dots… That means there's 
something missing. And I put that there, not because I want to change it 
because I want you to know, hey, there's something that goes there. But 
I want you to look at the focus guard the treasure which has been,  
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Entrusted, to you. That is the most important thing we can do. In the 
next couple of weeks, we're going to find out, we can't do it apart from 
the Holy Spirit who in dwells us. But in asking the question and looking 
at that statement the question I want to answer or ask today is what is 
the treasure? What is the treasure that has been entrusted to us? What 
you think about the treasure and in some ways it's like a treasure chest, 
you know.  And that is when you open up the treasure chest and you 
pull out different kinds of jewels and pearls and various things you found 
in the treasure the gold coins, and so forth. And when you read the 
Bible, and when you read in particular the Pastoral Epistles, with that in 
mind some people are going to say well the treasure is, the scripture. 
And some people are going to say the treasure is the Pastors. And 
some people are going to say the treasure is. How would you fill in the 
blank? What is the treasure, is what I wanted to see. Even though there 
is various jewels and various aspects, and we’ll look at that over the 
next couple of weeks, some of the things we’re calling treasure, that is 
really there to protect the treasure. I really think there is really only one 
treasure he's talking about. What is the treasure? In scripture we find 
sometimes it's known as a hidden treasure. Jesus liked this analogy in 
Matthew Chapter 13. He said the Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure 
that was discovered. The Kingdom of Heaven is like a pearl that was 
discovered. You can read all of his illustrations in Chapter 13. But 
throughout the scripture there's this idea that there is this hidden 
treasure that God is put there and Jesus likes a treasure hunt. I don't 
necessarily care for the Easter egg hunts. Because of you know Easter 
is about something else, as you already know that. But I like the idea of 
hiding those Easter eggs at letting the kids go looking for them. And we 
always sit down and talk about the scripture. I think Jesus likes the 
treasure hunt. This I think it says in Proverbs, in fact, that it is the glory 
of God to conceal a matter and it is the Glory of Kings to discover it. He 
likes for us to look for him. He likes for us to look for what he's got 
hidden, so to speak in his word. So that when we discover it we go, 
wow, I didn't know that was there.  

Several years ago they were an exploration that a submarine was 
exploring under the Arctic the Antarctic Circle that they were looking for  
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all the things and seeing what was down there they were surprised by a 
couple of things. One was that there was so much color down there.  
I was reading about this in National Geographic magazine and they go 
down there, and the question they had, was why is there so much color 
down there? And then their biggest surprise was the biggest squid that 
they ever found. And so they're down here and there's this huge squid.  
Why is this here? Well, they had a scientific explanation but my 
explanation is that God has hidden some things here and there. Just so 
that when we find it we go, wow, cool, look at what God put here, why 
did he put all these colors down here for us to look at. Why is this huge 
squid down here? And it's like God enjoys hiding some things, so you'll 
find them, he doesn't want to keep them hidden. He wants you to find 
them and when we were talking about the treasure that he's hidden. 
There is this hidden treasure that is all the way from Genesis all the way 
to Revelation. And he unfolds it a little bit at a time. So you know it's 
hidden from eternity. Now when you're reading it in 2nd Timothy and 
you come to chapter 1 verse 9, that was read few minutes ago. The last 
part of the verse says, well I’ll read the full verse.   

II Timothy 1:9 Who has saved us and called us with holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and Grace 
which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity.  

Part of the hidden treasure is Christ Jesus, from all eternity that the 
piece of the puzzle, one of the clues I want you to see in a minuet. 
Hidden from eternity, I like that, where it says in the Book of Revelation, 
Christ the Lamb of God slain from the foundation of the earth. He had 
this planned all along. In Ephesians it says a little more clearly and I 
jumped to Ephesians because by the time he's writing 1st Timothy and 
2nd Timothy, if I can put it this way, the cat is out of the bag! They know 
what the treasure is. But as Paul is writing some of the early letters, he 
says, his ministry was to bring to light the mystery which for ages had 
been hidden by God, who created all things. And he goes on to say the 
mystery which has been hidden from past ages, but it's now been 
manifested to the Saints to whom God will make known, this mystery.  
Now some of you know the rest of the verse, right? So you can jump to  
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The last point and fill in the blank. But don't do that, stay with the whole 
sermon. All right? 

As he's going on, and he's writing, there's this mystery that's been 
hidden from the ages, as it says in 2nd Timothy. He says from time 
eternity in Christ there’s this treasure there, this mystery was sought by 
the prophets. Now he's already mentioned the prophets, and in verse 3  
He says: 

II Timothy 1:3 “I thank God whom I serve with a clear conscience the 
way my forefather’s did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers 
night and day.” 

He's talking about his own parents and grandparents and so forth. But 
he's talking about the patriarchs, he's talking about the people all the 
way through the Old Testament, these people who worshiped. Peter 
puts it a little clearer when he puts it this way, as to the salvation the 
prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, making 
a careful search and inquiries so you would know. I use this verse 
couple of weeks ago, a couple of months ago, on a sermon and it was 
misunderstood what I said. So I'm going to try to speak really clearly 
and distinctly today.  

The prophets did not fully understand what God was up too. They did 
fully understand what he told them to write. But they didn't fully 
understand that it meant, because there was a mystery there.  

In Isaiah, when he talks about the suffering servant in Isaiah, so 
beautiful all the way through Isaiah. But when it talks about but God has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all, and chapter 53 verse 6. I can imagine 
Isaiah saying I heard you right, what does that mean? How is he going 
to slay the servant, this makes no sense? Seven centuries before it 
actually happened, he's writing it. And so when you see these prophets 
who are writing, like Micah saying he’s going to be born in Bethlehem. 
And when you see Zechariah talking about how he's going to ride in on 
a donkey and all of this stuff. And they understood what he said to write,  
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but they didn't understand the full implications of it. So they made 
careful searches and they longed to find the treasure. But then it says, 
that they realize that they weren’t going to find it. They had written the 
clues for us, we’d see it, they knew it was coming, they just didn’t know 
what it was.  

In fact, I like Dr. Del Tackett a couple of weeks ago on the truth project, 
in the evening he was describing Creation. This was all his imagination I 
know but he talks about the angels, as kind of an audience, that he 
created the Angels first so that they could watch him do everything else 
that he did. I don't know if that's his imagination, but what we find in the 
rest of 1st Peter is that not only were the prophets, wanting to know, but 
the angles they wanted to know what was this mystery that God has 
going on? Things into which the Angels long-to look. Have you ever 
thought about that? I know you have because I’ve mentioned it before, 
that we have something the angels will never have? That we have a 
relationship with God and an understanding of salvation that the angels 
will never have. And that we can sing praises to God? But it never says 
in the Bible that they sing, we sing. Something that the Angels long to 
look at, long to understand.  

I wonder when did God tell Gabriel what was up with Mary? It’s a need 
to know basis, Gabriel, come into the office we need to have a talk. I 
want you to go down and tell that lady she's going to have a child and 
this is what I want you to say. When? What? Hows? Just do as I said 
Gabriel, just go down and just say what I said. And he did. I'm imagining 
filling in some blanks that are not there. But I imagine I'm going back up 
to heaven and sitting down with Michael and some of the other angels, 
and saying why did you go down and tell her that? Why did you tell her 
that? Cause God told me to tell her that. Well what does this mean? I 
don’t know, let’s watch and see. Let’s watch and see. There’s this 
mystery that God has put in creation, into eternity and he unfolds a little 
bit at a time, this hidden treasure that we are exploring. 

So we’ve been looking at what is the treasure? I want you to see some 
of the clues. That are right here in 2nd Timothy, the clues are found in 
versus where he uses the phrase guarded or the word guarded and  
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entrusted. And the question I have is what needed to be guarded and 
what was entrusted? Let me just read that verse for you again.  

II Timothy 1:14 “Guard, though the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the 
treasure which has been entrusted to you. 

What needs to be guarded and entrusted? If I look back two verses I 
read those two words again. 

II Timothy 1:12 For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not 
ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He 
is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.  

So my question is what did Paul entrust to God? If you say his own life 
and his own salvation, you’re only partly right. Thats only a piece, but 
there’s a clue, we’ll come back to it. Next one is, if we look at what was 
in danger, just turn back a page if you want. Or I'll read it to you, it's  
I Timothy 6:20  Just same Pastoral Epistles, just the one before. 

I Timothy 6:20 Oh Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, 
avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what 
is falsely called “knowledge”—- 

You can find almost the same thing in that other Pastoral Epistle. Titus 
Chapter 3 Verse 9.  

Titus 3:9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and 
disputes about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless.  

And my question is what was in danger? What was in danger that this 
Godless chatter was going to destroy? We’ll let's go back to another 
place, what was purchased in your next notes Acts 20 verse 28. What 
was purchased in Acts 20:28? Now you say wait a minute, you stepped 
out of the Pastoral Epistles. You're right I did, there is a reason I did. 
When we look at this map of a Mediterranean area right up here you 
see Ephesus, these are the journeys of Paul. The missionary journeys  
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of Paul, and on his last journey, he stops in Miletus, and he's on a boat 
he's going to go all the way back to Judea. And Paul knows that this is 
his last journey. This is the third missionary journey. He's gone and 
started churches everywhere. And the Holy Spirit has let Paul know that  
this is the last trip. That he's going back, he going to be arrested. He's 
going to be taken to Rome, and that he's eventually going to be in 
prison that he's going to be killed eventually. And so this is the last time 
that he's going to have a chance to talk to the elders at Ephesus. so it's 
a very similar to the Pastoral Epistles he knows something is up, he 
knows  he’s not going to see them again. What do you say? What do 
you say to the kids, the grandkids. What do you say to the church? 
What do you say to the neighborhood? When you say okay, I'm packed 
up and I'm gonna do what you say. When you know that the writing is 
on the wall. So to speak, this is what he says, and noticed the two 
words guard and trusting is implied in verse 28. 

Acts 20:28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church 
of God which He purchased with His own blood. 

Do you know what the treasure is yet? You’re almost there. What is the 
treasure that needs to be guarded and protected? We talked about how 
it's a hidden treasure, it’s all the way through the scripture. It's in there. 
The Prophets the Apostles, their saying, hey, look up, somethings up, 
there’s clues right here, when he’s talking about, guarding and trusting. I 
want you to see the treasure revealed.  I do use that word revealed and 
I'm going to be reading the scripture. I want you listen for one word, 
treasure revealed, 2nd Timothy 1:8-14. I'm going to read it for you and 
when we do, I want you to answer the question, what has been saved? 
What has been called? What has been granted grace? What has been 
filled? I’ll help you out.  

II Timothy. 1:8-14 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our 
Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel 
according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a 
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own 
purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all 



eternity. 10 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior 
Christ Jesus who abolished death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel, 11 for which I was appointed a preacher and 
an apostle and a teacher. 12 For this reason I also suffer these things, 
but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am 
convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until 
that day. 14 Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the 
treasure which has been entrusted to you.  

9. 
Did you get the word? It’s us. My question is, in this context who's us 
when Paul writes this letter in 2nd Timothy, he's in prison his life is short, 
so he's writing this personal letter to Timothy. But he's talking about is 
Paul and Timothy. Now listen Timothy, I want you pay attention to this 
treasure that has been entrusted to us. But he's already expanded on 
who is us is in the rest of the text. If I can just point it out, he says us is 
his bride, us is his body, us is his family, us is his heritage. He uses all 
of these metaphors, all these terms, us is his church. Let’s take a look 
and see. He backs up and says in verse 5.   

II Timothy 1:5 I’m mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first 
dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I'm sure 
that it is in you as well.  

Part of the us, is this heritage of his family who taught him the 
scriptures. This is important for Timothy because Timothy his Dad was 
not a believer, Timothy’s dad was not a Jew. As far as we know, he's 
never mentioned that he did, Timothy's dad never followed the way. But 
his heritage of being a Jew comes through from his mother and 
grandmother, they did their best to raise him and teach him the 
scriptures. This Part of us is your mom and grandmother.  

I thought I'd put some pictures up about my mom and dad my grandma 
and grandpa, but that was too much. Get everybody crying. (laughter) I 
just remember when my grandma on my mom's side died and she was 
a hundred and something, a little bit, just over a hundred and we went 
down there and the biggest decision that needed to be made, was who 
was going to preach the funeral. Because out of 30 or so grandkids and  
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great-grandkids, I don't know how many preachers, missionaries and 
teachers. So really the discussion was which one of you preachers is 
going to preach the funeral? I don't remember anything else about the 
funeral, except that, I thought that's cool!  

I do have a picture of all the family the extended family and you know 
what there's a few scoundrels in there. As there are in most. The part of 
the us for me is a grandma and a grandpa who loved the Lord. You 
didn't all have that privilege, but you do have some of that us that he 
backs up too in verse 3. I thank God whom I serve with a clear 
conscience the way my forefathers did.  

One of the interesting things that's interesting to me, in 1st Corinthians 
especially, is when he's talking to the Gentiles, he starts using us words, 
with these Gentiles. When he talks about our forefathers because he's 
including them as part of the heritage. Because when you go back and 
read the prophets and this mystery it says that the Messiah is going to 
be a light into the Gentiles. So whatever your genealogical heritage is, 
your spiritual heritage is part of the us. The prophets and the apostles 
and the people for 2,000 years since, who have been teaching and 
looking. Earlier in our Sunday school time we talked about creed’s and 
traditions and part of the us is those people have gone before, who 
studied and thought and asked the questions, is this right? What does 
this mean?  

And when you read the us that he's going all the way through. I just 
mentioned the forefathers in his grandma and grandpa and mother 
intentionally use language about the bride of Christ. The bride of Christ 
is talking about from Abram all the way to the Book of Revelation. The 
Bride of Christ, when he’s talking about the body of Christ to the 
Corinthians, he's not just talking about this particular living body, but all 
the way though living time, this heritage. So that when he would say 
and Hebrews chapter 12 verse 1 therefore since we are surrounded by 
such a cloud of witnesses. Let's stick with it. That my para-phrase in this 
church. Who's the us? And it was talking about those who are saved 
and called and granted Grace and filled. I just have a question, were 
you thinking about us? Have you ever thought of yourself as the  
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treasure of God? You know, we are so in our Western world, we are 
handicapped in many ways because we have become so self-centered 
that we never think of us anymore, we think of me. Just me! Just 
whatever makes me happy. But all the way through scripture and all the 
way through time, until recently it's us it's the tribe. That's why when it  
Says. In 1st Peter that he has made you a holy nation, and he has 
made you a temple, and he's made you building blocks. I know that 
when he talks about the treasure, he’s talking about other churches in 
Surface Creek. I know but he talks about the treasure he's talking about 
Delta County and Mesa County and Colorado and America, overseas. I 
know some treasure churches in other parts of the world. I know he's 
talking about that. But you'll never guard what's entrusted to you, until 
you realize that where he has placed you in his body, is a treasure, it’s a 
treasure, you are a treasure. So when Paul writes to Timothy and Titus 
he has specific places in mind, guard those folks, protect those folks. 
Because they are precious, precious to God.  

So as we talk about celebrate family, I hope that you begin to see this  
as your family of faith. So that you begin to see that it is a treasure 
given to you by God to be guarded and protected. Not disted and 
dismissed. That's going to be tough, because some of us are rather 
rough diamonds, and when it talks about iron sharpening iron there 
might be some times, as in our covenant where it says to speak truth to 
one another. That’s going to be the hardest thing you never did, well it is 
for me. I don't know, (laughter) I’m just pointing at Rai, because “he 
says; so I just need to learn to be quiet”. So some of us are going to 
have to work on it differently, but there's times could we have to say 
something, there are times when we have to correct something, and 
there are times when we have to love somebody, and hug somebody 
that not been love-able.  

So when he says, to guard the treasure which has been entrusted to 
you. He is talking about the big picture, he is talking about thousands of 
years. Yes, but even to Timothy and Titus he's talking very specifically, 
because he names names, look at verse 15. He starts right away 



naming names. Just watch out for those guys because they are going to 
damage that church.  He does it 2nd Timothy.  

Lets Pray: 
When I think of you Lord, you, purchasing us, on the cross, as Paul said 
to the Elders of Ephesus. Somehow, it’s easier I guess, to think of 
ancient history, than to think of present company. But what was true for 
the church in Ephesus 623AD, it is so true of your church right here 
today. You purchased us with your blood, you're raised and you filled us 
with your Holy Spirit. You intercede for us, at the right hand of the father. 
Always making intercession for us. On a personal level that's just 
amazing. Lord, help us to see one another, as a family of faith, that you 
call chosen holy and dearly loved. Help us learn to guard and protect 
one another, just like that. I pray this in Jesus name. Amen 


