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We begin with a comparison of “older” and “newer” forms of communication.

A few comments on this table:
1. “in the past” means prior to the coming of Christ.

2. It was presented as law, history, poetry, and prophecy. Sometimes it was oral, 
sometimes written. Sometimes it was by visions, dreams, symbols, or pantomime. But 
whatever the method used, the point is that God's former revelations to the Jewish 
people were preliminary, progressive, and various in the manner of presentation.

3. “in many portions and in many ways” clarifies that His revelations were fragmented 
and incomplete, to be completed later (by the Son): aka progressive revelation. The 
Greek word for portions is translated “piecemeal”. 

4. Moses knew more about God than did Abraham, David more than Moses, etc. Today, 
we know and understand what the prophets “longed to know,” ("For truly I say to you 
that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, 
and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it - Matt 13:17), and the angels “longed to 
look” (1 Pet. 1:12).
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Throughout the Christian era, heretics have tried either to (1) eliminate the book entirely 
(Macion; AD140), or (2) demand Christians to its Jewish religious practices, dietary (Macion; AD140), or (2) demand Christians to its Jewish religious practices, dietary 
restrictions, and ceremonial dates. The letters of Galatians and Hebrews (and others) were 
written to warn believers of these two extremes while holding in high regard the Old 
Testament itself (Gal. 3:1; Col. 2:21).
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So what do we make of the Old Testament in light of the teachings of the new? Amazingly, 
throughout the Christian era, the status of the OT has been maligned, rejected, over-throughout the Christian era, the status of the OT has been maligned, rejected, over-
emphasized, and/or misrepresented or misunderstood. How should we evangelical, 
confessional Christians understand and interpret the OT? Let’s consider the following 
“bullets”; the OT is:
An unfinished story, incomplete, unable to stand on its own; a self-confessed inadequacy.
Regarded with a high view (inspired, inerrant). (2 Tim. 3:16)
Indispensable preparation for the new. (Is. 40:3-5; Jer. 23:5)
Anticipatory of Christ with whom it found its fulfillment. (Matt. 5:17)
Old and vanishing away. (Heb. 8:13; 10:9)
Salvation is from the Jew. (John 4:22)
Donald A. Hagner, Encountering the Book of Hebrews, (Grand Rapids, Baker, 2002), 31-35.
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The OT is the indispensable first part of the story of God’s plan of redemption for mankind. 
It is divinely inspired, inerrant, historically accurate, yet unable to stand on its own. Its full It is divinely inspired, inerrant, historically accurate, yet unable to stand on its own. Its full 
meaning is understood only in the light of the New Testament, yet the New can only be fully 
appreciated in the literal light of the Old. Together they constitute both the preparation for 
and fulfillment of the saving work of the Jewish Messiah, Jesus Christ. Although its religious 
practices (having found their fulfillment in Christ) have passed away, the entirety of the Old 
Testament is a necessary component of the Christian faith and profitable for teaching and 
reproof. n.greear
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Interpretive Tools Used in Hebrews
Sensus Plenior (a fuller or deeper sense): The idea here is that New Testament writers Sensus Plenior (a fuller or deeper sense): The idea here is that New Testament writers 
found a fuller or deeper meaning in OT texts than the original authors did, or were even 
capable of. When viewed through the retrospective prism of Jesus Christ, OT passages 
shine forth with fuller clarity, especially those such as the Messianic Psalms (110:1) and the 
prophecies of Jeremiah (23:5) and Isaiah (40:3-5). This is a key strategy in the book of 
Hebrews where over 70+ references from the OT are brought forward and explained in a 
way that the OT authors and readers could never fully comprehend.

Pesher (this is that): This logic, dependent on Senus Plenior, understands current realities as 
the fulfillment of scripture. Hebrews is loaded with this interpretive method, as is other N.T.
writings, especially Eph. 4:8-10.

Literal, not allegorical: While acknowledging obvious metaphorical uses of language (…hide 
me in the shadow of your wings; Ps. 17:8), the author of Hebrews understands and bases 
his interpretation of OT passages from the LXX literally, not allegorically. Rather than 
moving from real to ideal (allegorical), we see the interpretation from earlier to later, from 
foreseeing to (literal) fulfillment.
Ibid, 32.
Ibid, 33.
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Hebrews 1:2b-4

The author now presents seven affirmations concerning the Son:
1. whom He appointed heir of all things. (Ps. 2:7-8)
2. through whom he made the universe. (Heb. 1:10; Jn. 1:3; Col. 1:16) “While creation was 

primarily the work of the Father, the Son is the one through whom it was carried out”.
3. He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His being. (Luke 9:32 -

Transfiguration; John 1:14; 17:5 plus more. To see the Son is to witness the glory of 
God.

4. upholds all things by the word of His power. (Col. 1:17) Not Atlas of Greek mythology, 
but rather managerial control to sustain all things by the “power of His word.”
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5. He had made purification of sins. (Heb. 9:1-10:18) Here the author introduces the 
superior offering Christ made over the old sacrificial system for the atonement of sin.

6. He sat down at the right hand of Majesty on high. (Ps. 110:1) This passage is the one 
most referred to by NT authors regarding Christ (22 times). In Jewish eyes, this 
indicates Christ has been  exalted to an exceptional position of authority and honor.

7. having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent 
name than they.(Phil. 2:9) The NAME is that above all names and this is how Christ is 
“much better” or superior to the angels. 

Guthrie, NIV Commentary, 47-50.
Millard Erickson, Christian Theology (Grand Rapids, Baker, 2013), 343-44.
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Ancient writings did not have paragraph headings like we use. In this section of scripture 
the author utilizes an inclusio beginning the pericope (section) in verse 5 with a question the author utilizes an inclusio beginning the pericope (section) in verse 5 with a question 
(for to which of the angels did he ever say?) and concluding in verse 14 (Are they not all 
ministering spirits?). Further, the author uses another lyrical tool, that of a “chain” of 
overlapping OT references which, by their sheer number are meant to overwhelm any 
opposition to the argument.
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The Jewish people had a high regard for angels, as the law was given through them 
(Acts 7:3; Gal. 3:19). (Acts 7:3; Gal. 3:19). 

Perhaps it was argued that in leaving Judaism for Christ, a person would be cutting 
himself off from this important feature of his national and religious heritage. 

It is worth considering the religious heritage the audience brought with them. We 
may consider it religious “baggage,” but it was real to them. Consider that many people 
brought up in the Christian church in a denomination hold dear to the religious practices 
they learned as a child. There are folks even in this church who struggle (emotionally) 
joining this church because of the deeply held denominational background of their youth. 
We don’t have to agree with that perspective, just recognize it as we love all the brethren.

Further, there is evidence that people worshiped angels (Col. 2:18) and that those 
inclined towards Gnosticism (where the materialistic world is evil) would see “spiritual” 
angels as greater than Jesus Christ who came in the flesh.
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Therefore the pericope explains from a chain of OT passages why Christ is superior to the 
angels:angels:
Heb. 1:5: He has inherited a superior name (1:4) which no angel has, and with the title 
“Son of God,” he is equal to God the Father.  (Ps. 2:7; 2 Sam. 7:14)
Heb. 1:6: He is to be the object of the angel’s worship. (Deut. 32:43; Ps. 97:7)
Heb. 1:7: The idea here is that the angels are servants of God and are mutable / 
changeable. (Ps. 104:4; Heb. 1:14)
Heb 1:8-9: In contrast, the Son is forever with the scepter of righteousness and has been 
anointed with oil “above” fellow worshipers. (Ps. 45:6)
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Heb. 10-12: Another contrast: Whereas Jesus (the Son) laid the foundations of the heavens 
and the earth, they will perish but He will not. He will roll them up like a garment (bring and the earth, they will perish but He will not. He will roll them up like a garment (bring 
about a new heaven and a new earth) yet he is eternal. (Ps. 102:25-27)
Heb. 1:13:  A rhetorical question is asked: “Which angel was invited to sit at God’s right 
hand?. None, of course. (Ps. 110:1)
Heb. 1:14: A recapitulation of v. 7; angels do God’s bidding for His purposes.
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