
Welcome to this class where we will spend the next few weeks together examining and 
learning from the book of Hebrews. learning from the book of Hebrews. 
Hebrews has been described by scholars and professors in the following ways:
• The most polished and eloquent Greek text in the NT.
• A literary and rhetorical Masterpiece.
• Critically acclaimed by the scholars, but a box-office bomb! Boring! 
• One of the more complex and difficult books in the NT, second only to Revelation.
• A challenging adventure into a mostly unknown world for modern mankind, using OT 
references over 75 times to support it arguments.
• In spite of its challenges, it begins with the most familiar and rich Christological opening 
texts  in the Bible: God, after he spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many 
portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son…
• Continues on in chapter six with probably the most controversial passage in the entire NT, 
then moves on to some of the more familiar and memorized passages towards the end of 
the book: let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds…,faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen, and They were stoned, 
sawn in two and killed with the sword…mistreated …men of whom the world was not 
worthy.
• and ends with a list of the faith heroes of the OT  and a benediction and exhortation to 
believers  to persevere in the faith.
• Ultimately, the purpose of the book is to point the way to Jesus.
I hope you enjoy the class and pray God will use our times together for His glory.
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Hebrews Introduction:
“My dear friends,  Jewish and Gentile alike, I know you are under duress from the culture “My dear friends,  Jewish and Gentile alike, I know you are under duress from the culture 
and the government there in Rome and some are abandoning the faith, but I remind you 
that Jesus is greater than the angels, Moses, and the High Priest Melchizedek.  You have 
stopped growing in your faith and knowledge so I encourage you to meet together in study, 
fellowship and worship as the Day approaches of His return.” (N.Greear) 
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Hebrews is anonymous, even though some earlier editions of the KJV printed Paul's 
name as part of the heading of the book. name as part of the heading of the book. 

We know the author was highly educated, an eloquent writer and dynamic 
preacher,  and was knowledgeable of the Old Testament (especially the Greek 
Septuagint) and its interpretation.

Several possible authors have been suggested through the years: Luke, whose style 
is similar, and who was familiar with Paul's preaching, Barnabas, Silas, Philip, even Aquila 
and Priscilla.

Luther suggested Apollos, a man who fits the style and content of the book: mighty 
in the OT Scriptures, and very eloquent (Alexandria, his home town, was noted for 
rhetoric). The ancient words of Origen have never been bettered: “But who wrote the 
Epistle God alone knows for certain.”

If Origen could do no better in AD 220, it is doubtful we can improve upon his 
conclusion.

George H. Guthrie, The NIV Application Commentary: Hebrews, (Grand Rapids, 
Zondervan, 1998) p. 24-25.

Believer’s Bible Commentary, E-Sword Version.
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IV. Date of Authorship
The date depends on the interpretation of persecution at 10:32-34 which was severe yet The date depends on the interpretation of persecution at 10:32-34 which was severe yet 
did not usually involve martyrdom (12:4). A date in the 60s seems certain, following and 
during the harsh era of Emperor Claudius begun in 49 yet prior to the era of martyrdom 
under Nero in AD 64. Further,  there is no mention of the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 
which would have provided a fitting capstone to the argument in 8:13.
Hagner, Encountering, p. 25.
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II. Audience
The traditional title “To the Hebrews” is first encountered toward the end of the The traditional title “To the Hebrews” is first encountered toward the end of the 

second century including Clement of Alexandria and Tertullian. Nowhere in the letter does 
it so state the readers were Hebrews yet that the letter was written to Jewish Christians 
was universally accepted by the church historians until the liberal, higher critics challenged 
this beginning in the early 20th century. Their arguments hold little water however and a 
confessional understanding of the subject of Hebrews points almost exclusively to a Jewish 
audience. Nevertheless it was common for Gentile “God Fearers” to participate with the 
Jewish Christians and they too had a substantial understanding of the Old Testament.

Verse 2:3 indicates they (and the author) were 2nd generation believers.
The location of the reader’s was either Palestine (so named by Roman Emperor 

Hadrian in 132 following the Bar Kokhba revolt in Judea) or Italy.  “Those from Italy greet 
you…” (13:24) implies friends of the author are sending greetings to folks in Italy. Further, 
the extensive use of the Greek Septuagint in the book implies Italy where Greek was the 
primary language spoken.

Donald A. Hagner, Encountering the Book of Hebrews, (Grand Rapids, Baker, 2006), 
p. 23.

Guthrie, NIV, p. 20.
Charles C. Ryrie, The Ryrie Study Bible, (Chicago, Moody, 1978) p. 1836.
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III. Genre and Style
Although Hebrews was a “letter” written to a specific audience (Jewish Christians), 

it can easily be understood to be an exhortation similar to a sermon. It can be considered an 
“occasional” letter as it does address certain issues, yet it was written to a specific group of 
people and would not be considered a “circular” letter similar those written by Paul to the 
churches in Turkey. (Pastoral epistles would be non-occasional).

The author was also a gifted expositor of the Old Testament and most likely recalled 
from memory most of the texts that he uses for his arguments and encouragements. He 
crafted the letter in the form of a first-century sermon in the tradition of “sermons” in the 
Jewish Synagogues.“Hebrews, with its striking rhetorical power and elegance, ranks among 
the greatest homiletical achievements of all time.”

250 BC for date of the Septuagint.
Guthrie, NIV, p. 24-25 (see footnote #18).
Ryrie, Study Bible, p. 1836, and (Guthrie, NIV, p. 19).
Guthrie, NIV, p. 26, see footnote 20.
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The author used two primary hermeneutical techniques: verbal analogy (using one 
passage to explain another in light of a common phrase the two have in common) and an 
argument from lesser to greater (based on the assumption that what applies in a lesser 
situation certainly applies in a more important situation). There are 29 (35) direct quotations 
from the Septuagint plus 53 (34) clear allusions to the Old Testament.

The literary style is of Hellenistic prose using scholastic, not common Greek. It has 
been said that the first four verses of the Book comprise the most perfect Greek sentence in 
the New Testament. 
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V. Purpose
The primary purpose was to warn and exhort (13:22) the reader to maintain their faith in The primary purpose was to warn and exhort (13:22) the reader to maintain their faith in 
Jesus Christ. 
The Jewish audience was undergoing a confusing period where centuries of their prior 
religious ceremonies and the Jewish sacrificial system was now eclipsed and fulfilled in one 
man - Jesus. In the face of persecution as Christians, some were in danger of abandoning 
their faith in Christ and reverting to either Judaism, Gnosticism (with its angel worship), 
legalistic diets and ceremonies, or other strange teachings (1:5-14; 2:5-9; 9:10; 13:9).
Further, some were failing to grow towards maturity: “For though by this time you ought to 
be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you” (5:11-14). The author 
admonishes and exhorts them to grow in their relationship with God and trust in Jesus 
Christ.
Ibid
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VI. Content
How does the author convince this generation of Jewish Christians to hold fast to the How does the author convince this generation of Jewish Christians to hold fast to the 
Truth? Unlike other New Testament books, it is not easy or even possible to develop a 
coherent and “neat” outline of the Book. 
The best we can come up with is that the theme of the book is the superiority of Christ 
consistently “interrupted” by exhortations.  The author argues that Christ is superior to the 
angels, superior to Moses, and superior to even the High Priest Melchizedek. The author 
transitions from a logical, coherent argument, primarily based on Old Testament scripture, 
to exhortations or applications for those hearing the sermon.
Hagner has provided us with his version of an outline which is attached. A careful study of 
the outline reveals the complex nature of the book Again, although the Book of Hebrews is 
filled with sound theology, it is best understood as a great sermon to be listened to and  be 
encouraged  by.
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VI. Content
This prominent theme that Jesus in better can also be stated: “In jesus Christ, God has This prominent theme that Jesus in better can also be stated: “In jesus Christ, God has 
provided  ‘something better’ (11:40” as seen below:
• better things (6:9)
• a better hope (7:19)
• a better covenant (7:22; 8:6)
• better promises (8:6)
• better tabernacle (9:1-28)
• better sacrifices (9:23)
• better possessions (10:34)
• a better country (11:16)
• a better resurrection (11:35)
• a better word (12:24)

We will cover these in more detail as we move through the book.
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VI. Content
How does the author convince this generation of Jewish Christians to hold fast to How does the author convince this generation of Jewish Christians to hold fast to 

the Truth? Unlike other New Testament books, it is not easy or even possible to develop a 
coherent and “neat” outline of the Book. 

The best we can come up with is that the theme of the book is the superiority of 
Christ consistently “interrupted” by exhortations.  The author argues that Christ is superior 
to the angels, superior to Moses, and superior to even the High Priest Melchizedek. 

The author transitions from a logical, coherent argument, primarily based on Old 
Testament scripture, to exhortations or applications for those hearing the sermon.

Hagner has provided us with his version of an outline which is attached. A careful 
study of the outline reveals the complex nature of the book Again, although the Book of 
Hebrews is filled with sound theology, it is best understood as a great sermon to be 
listened to and  be encouraged  by.
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