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Hebrews 2:1-4
Chapter 2, verses 1-4 begins with the first of five warnings in the book:Chapter 2, verses 1-4 begins with the first of five warnings in the book:
3:7-4:13  (the catastrophe of unbelief).
5:11-6:12  (press on to maturity). 
10:19-39 (don’t give up on Christ; persevere).
12:14-29 (don’t refuse God).

This passage is an interlude in the argument the author is making about Christ being 
superior to the angels and consists of a first warning not to drift away from what Christ has 
said to us about his salvation.
The NIV Study Bible, 10th Ed., Kenneth Barker, Ed. (Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 1995). 1859.
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(1) For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we 
do not drift away from it.do not drift away from it.
The warning is to pay attention to what Christ has said to us about his salvation.
(2)  For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just penalty, (3)  how will we escape if we neglect so great a 
salvation? If men disobeyed the Law ( which was given by angels  - Dt. 33:2; Ps, 68:17; Acts 
7:38, 53; Gal. 3:19) were justly punished, how much more will those who reject and 
disobey the Son’s great offer of salvation be so punished. 

This is not so much about punishment, but an argument from lesser to greater regarding 
salvation (if you refused the Law to be saved, how much more your rejection of Christ will 
result in not being saved).
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(3b)After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those 
who heard,who heard,

(4)  God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various 
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.

This indicates the author and audience were second generation believers , and that 
the original folks who heard the message experienced the signs and wonders, miracles, etc 
that accompanied the offer of salvation.

This is a great opportunity to consider context, which is that the OT Israelites 
experienced these “various signs, wonders, miracles and gifts.” We may experience them 
today, but this is not a passage to make that point.
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Heb. 2:5-9
We now continue the subject of why Christ is superior to the angels first seen in 1:5-14. We now continue the subject of why Christ is superior to the angels first seen in 1:5-14. 

The term “lower than angels” refers to the following:
• Humans are physical, angels are spirit.
• humans are subject to death, angels are not.
• humans are bound by space and time, angels are not.
• humans are bound to earth in this age, angels are not.

Why do we care about angels?  “Ancient Judaism held to the belief that angels had been 
placed by God over the nations of the world” based on their interpretation of Deut. 32:8; 
Dan. 10:20-21; 12:1.

Further, how could Jesus be superior to the angels if he was crucified and died?
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(5)  For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which we are speaking.
This picks up the argument by stating that angels will not rule the world in the millennium This picks up the argument by stating that angels will not rule the world in the millennium 
as some of the readers may have supposed.
(6)  But one has testified somewhere, 
A fascinating statement implying, from Psalm 8:4-6 (but the exact reference is unimportant) 
that he and the audience were well familiar with it as follows:
saying, "WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU REMEMBER HIM? OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT YOU ARE 
CONCERNED ABOUT HIM?
In David’s mind he supposed this was referring to men, which is true from Gen. 1:28-30 
(only to be negated by the fall). “Son of man” is synonymous parallelism; another way of 
saying man. Yet viewing this Psalm through the prism of Jesus (Sensus Plenior & Pesher -
“this is that”) the Hebrew’s author makes it clear it is God’s Son in view here.
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(7)  "YOU HAVE MADE HIM FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS;  YOU HAVE 
CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR, AND HAVE APPOINTED HIM OVER THE WORKS CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR, AND HAVE APPOINTED HIM OVER THE WORKS 
OF YOUR HANDS;
(8)  YOU HAVE PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET." For in subjecting all 
things to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things 
subjected to him.
(9)  But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, 
Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace 
of God He might taste death for everyone.
See Guthrie’s diagram page 98. God’s order is God, the angels, and then man. Heb. 1:5-14 
displays Jesus as higher than the angels, 2:5-9 as temporarily lower than the angels, then 
raised above the angels (2:7b-9) with glory and honor.
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Verse 8b looks to the past when we read from Ps. 8:6 all things have been put under 
subjection to Christ (past tense) yet from the second part (Ps. 110:1) that we do not yet 
“see” all the things subjected to him (future tense). 

(110:1) The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand Until I make Your enemies a 
footstool for Your feet."

The persecuted Christians in Rome probably asked, “If all things have been put under his 
subjection, why are we suffering so?” The answer is that we have yet to see the complete 
fulfillment of that promise. We see now by faith.

(1Co 15:25-28) For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The 
last enemy that will be abolished is death. For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN 
SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET. But when He says, "All things are put in subjection," it is 
evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him. When all things are 
subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all 
things to Him, so that God may be all in all. 
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It is appropriate to summarize this passage with three themes that we can consider 
applications in our lives that we can learn from the example of Christ:applications in our lives that we can learn from the example of Christ:

(1). All things have already been submitted to Christ at his exaltation at the right hand of 
God, 
(2) The subjection of all things to Christ, although a present reality, will not be fully 
perceptible until the end of the age, and 
(3) Christians should focus on both Jesus’ example of endurance and his present position as 
regent of the universe.
Recalling the sufferings of Christ for us, we in the West should reject the temptation to 
avoid all pain but rather use the pain in our lives to wrestle more passionately with the 
character and purposes of God.

“Feeling better has become more important than finding God.”
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Suffering equals death. In Jewish literature, perfection is sometimes applied to death as 
completing the purposes of life. So we see that Jesus was made perfect by the Father, completing the purposes of life. So we see that Jesus was made perfect by the Father, 
through suffering, in order to bring “the son’s of glory” to God. 
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The author now states the glorious reality of the familial relationship between Jesus 
and those who are saved. He proclaims in v.11 (NIV) that those sanctified are all in one and those who are saved. He proclaims in v.11 (NIV) that those sanctified are all in one 
family and that Jesus is not ashamed to call us brothers. To support this claim, two texts 
from the OT are presented, Ps. 22:22 and Is. 8:17b-18.

Note in 22:22 He will proclaim “our NAME,” and that the proclamation is in the 
midst of the congregation (Ps. 22:25), which places emphasis on the incarnation.

In Is. 8:17b it states in the LXX “I will put my trust in Him,” in the Hebrew it states “I 
will even look eagerly for Him.” Originally this was Isaiah’s plea in the face of the Assyrian 
crises that threatened Israel with devastation. However, the author now understands the 
prophecy to express Jesus’ trust toward the Father. 

Verse 18 demonstrates  that Jesus is in this family relationship with the Sons of 
God.

Both passages refer to the Son’s being in fellowship with God’s people and the 
suffering Son’s trust in the Father.
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It is only through Christ’s humanity (flesh and blood) that He was able to render 
powerless  him who had the power of death. The term “flesh and blood” has a special powerless  him who had the power of death. The term “flesh and blood” has a special 
significance for those who were leaning towards Gnosticism. It was the death of Jesus, not 
the resurrection, that brought salvation to mankind through atonement. 

It is through his resurrection that He has abolished the sting of death. (2 Tim 2:10; 1 
Cor. 15:54-55; Rev. 20:14)

Jesus may have had pimples. He may have been tone-deaf. Perhaps a girl down the 
street had a crush on him or vice-versa. It could be that his knees were boney. One thing’s 
for sure: He was, while completely divine, completely human.

For thirty-three years he would feel everything you and I have ever felt. He felt weak. 
He grew weary. He was afraid of failure. He was susceptible to wooing women. He got 
colds, burped, and his body had odor. His feelings got hurt. His feet got tired. And his head 
ached.

To think of Jesus in such light is--well, it seems almost irreverent, doesn’t it? It’s not 
something we like to do; it’s uncomfortable. It is much easier to keep the humanity out of 
the incarnation. Clean the manure from around the manger. Wipe the sweat out of his eyes. 
Pretend he never snored or blew his nose or hit his thumb with a hammer.

If we aren’t careful, we can slip into a form of Neoaplollinarianism, embracing his 
divinity, but holding his humanity at arm’s length…For redemption to reach into every 
darkened corner of human existence, Jesus had to take on that existence in its entirety. He 
was not merely God in the flesh, but was truly human, as human he was vulnerable.”

Guthrie, NIV Commentary, 118.
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(Heb 2:16) For it is clear that he did not come to help angels. No, he came to help 
Abraham's descendants, Abraham's descendants, 
“It is clear;” a strong statement that He came to save us, not angels. Jews and God-fearing 
Gentiles clearly understood they were of the (spiritual) seed of Abraham.
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(Heb 2:17)  Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
propitiation for the sins of the people.

(Heb 2:18)  For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able 
to come to the aid of those who are tempted.

With these last two verses the author sets up a transition to the great central section 
on the priesthood of Jesus. He repeats the truth that He was “made like His brethren in all 
things in order to make atonement for the sins of the people.

These passages make the key point that Jesus had to be fully human in order to (1) 
become a high priest so that (2) he could make propitiation for sin. 

Let us recall that a prophet speaks on behalf of God to man whereas a priest speaks on 
behalf of people to God.

Therefore it was essential that Jesus be that human priest to offer up a sacrifice 
(himself) for the sins of man. (5:1) The term “high priest” only occurs in Hebrews and it 
occurs 10 times.

It is critical that we remember the Trinity: It was God himself, in the person of the Son, 
that died for us. It was not, as some critics contend, a mean God that demanded that Jesus, 
as a separate entity, die, but rather God himself died for our sins. This is the stumbling 
block of the world. (1 Cor. 1:23-24)

Verse 18 concludes with the comforting concept that he also was tempted. 
Translations of this word indicate “testing.”  We are being tested in this life for the life to 
come. 
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