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We begin this pericope with the term “Therefore,” recalling 2:10-18 that because of Christ’s 
humanity he was qualified to be our high priest, make atonement for sin, defeat death, humanity he was qualified to be our high priest, make atonement for sin, defeat death, 
eliminate the fear of death, and aid us in our testing’s.
Building on 2:5-18, the audience continues to be considered as siblings of Christ who have 
the same Father. They are reminded they are part of a heavenly calling, aka God’s rest, a 
theme repeated at 4:3, 5, 6.
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Jesus is referred to as an apostle, the only place in the NT. This designation concerns his 
role as the one sent to proclaim God’s name and message.role as the one sent to proclaim God’s name and message.

He is also referred to again as the High Priest “of our confession,” perhaps referring, in the 
original Hebrew context, as their baptism. See 4:14; 10:23.

We should remember the definitions: apostle or prophet speaks as went sent from God to 
speak God’s message to man whereas a priest speaks on behalf of man to God. We do well 
to understand Christ’s role as the High Priest at 7:28.

Verse 2 repeats 2:13, the quote from Isa. 8:17b that Christ put his trust in the Father  (was 
faithful to Him) emphasizing that he was appointed by the Father. His trust was comparable 
to that of Moses. 
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Verse 2 repeats 2:13, the quote from Isa. 8:17b that Christ put his trust in the Father  (was 
faithful to Him) emphasizing that he was appointed by the Father. His trust was comparable faithful to Him) emphasizing that he was appointed by the Father. His trust was comparable 
to that of Moses.

However, in verse 3 we see Christ is counted more worthy than Moses. He uses the analogy 
of a house: just as the builder of the house (Christ) is more worthy than the house itself 
(Moses).

Verse 4 confirms that the house that was built by God.
In verses 5-6 the superiority of Christ over Moses is made clear; by the description of 
Moses as a servant whereas Christ is the Son. Servant vs. Son. We recall Numbers 12:6-7: 

One reason Moses was so cherished among the Hebrews  as the greatest person in history 
was that God spoke directly to him. Another is that many Hebrews understood Deut. 
18:15-18 to mean the Messiah would be merely a “new Moses.”

“Whereas Jesus brought the fulfillment of God’s purposes, Moses had…a preparatory role 
in the purpose of God, and thus he testified to what would be said in the future.”

Further, the author makes it clear that this analogous house is, in reality, the church which 
is Christ’s possession. Moses’ “house” was probably the House of Israel.
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However, the second of several warnings in this passage is given: believers must persevere 
until the end by holding fast their confidence and hope in Christ. The five warnings can be until the end by holding fast their confidence and hope in Christ. The five warnings can be 
summarized as follows:

1. Chapter 2 The danger of drifting.
2. Chapters 3-4 The danger of not entering into rest.
3. Chapters 5-6 The danger of not going on to maturity.
4. Chapter 10 The danger of willful sin.
5. Chapter 12 The danger of indifference to the point of denial.

This is not a theological definition of salvation, rather, in the context of Hebrews, an 
encouragement, an admonition,  to those who are wavering. We will discuss more of this in 
the remainder of the chapter and at 10:26.
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The author’s admonition continues by recalling Ps. 95:7c-11 by recalling the former 
generation’s faithlessness (disobedience). Speaking of that generation in the wilderness he generation’s faithlessness (disobedience). Speaking of that generation in the wilderness he 
makes these points:

1. They hardened their hearts. (v. 7-8) Ps. 106:7
2. It occurred during the rebellion in the wilderness. (8-9) Ps. 106:14
3. The results were God’s anger and judgment; they would not enter God’s rest. (10-12) 

Ps. 106:15-23
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Although none of us were there, and there is minimal evidence, recent discoveries allow 
this route to be more in line with the Biblical wanderings in the wilderness. I tend towards this route to be more in line with the Biblical wanderings in the wilderness. I tend towards 
this alternative; the date is accurate for confessional believers.

Point out The Way of the Sea where the Egyptians had strong military control.
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Two admonitions are now presented by the author, followed by the OT passage.

In v.12 the community of believers is encouraged to “take care” to avoid an unbelieving 
heart which results in “falling away.”
In v. 13, the community of believers is to encourage one another, “day after day.”

The choice of this psalm is highly appropriate in a context that is concerned with worship 
and priestly activity. For Psa_95:1-11 is, in fact, essentially a call to worship (cf. Psa_95:1-7). 
The material quoted in Hebrews immediately follows these words and, most naturally, 
must be understood against this background.

The concept (and word) “today” is found at verses 7, 13, 15, and indirectly in 17. The 
expression as long as it is called Today alludes to the “Today” in Ps. 95:7 and means 
something like “while you still have opportunity.” for a right relationship with God. “Today”
is the accepted time; it is the day of salvation. This applies to us, well, today!

Verse 14 (if) repeats the reality of verse 3:6 that our relationship / partaker / assurance 
(not “standing”) with Christ is always tentative and volitional on our part.

Verses 15-17 are a recapitulation of vv. 7-11.

Verses 18-19 reaffirms that the disobedient Hebrews did not enter God’s rest. The obvious 
application to the audience (and us today) is that as believers we cannot rest with Christ if 
we lose our faith through sin and failure to encourage one another.
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Five Principles of Faithfulness

1. A focus on Christ leads to faithfulness. He is our ultimate example of faithfulness and 
perseverance.
2. Faithfulness is volitional as well as intellectual and emotional. The admonitions are 
clearly left up to the audience. We must choose to be faithful “Today.”
3. Sinfulness hinders faithfulness. A consistent lifestyle of sin destroys our faith in God. The 
author makes it clear that disobedience is the same as faithlessness. 
4. The faithful persevere to the end. Christ was faithful to the end of his mission by suffering 
humiliation on the cross; we are to follow that example.
5. Faithfulness is communal. We are exhorted several times in Hebrews to rely on the 
encouragements of others and also be that encouragement ourselves. We are all part of a 
spiritual family whose brother is Christ and father is God the Father.

This chapter’s admonitions are clearly summarized by Paul at 1 Cor. 10:1-12.
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