
1Chapter 5



Begin this session with a reminder of the status of the audience and author: a sermon 
given to primarily Jewish believers aware of their Judaism and the OT. They are under given to primarily Jewish believers aware of their Judaism and the OT. They are under 
persecution from family, society, and the government and are hesitant to move forward as 
full disciples of Christ. There is no NT written yet, not even the Gospels; Christ’s history is 
oral. They are in danger of backsliding into Judaism, or polytheism.
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Next, on the PowerPoint, diagram Guthrie’s organization of the inclusio on p. 186.

An inclusio is a common Biblical literary tool  that places similar material at the beginning 
and end of a passage that helps the reader better understand  and emphasize the included 
material.

In this inclusio, 5:11-6:20 are an internal bracket, meant as an encouragement.

First, read together the two brackets of the inclusio, then discuss the bottom box.
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To begin, emphasize the sinfulness of man against the holiness of God, a concept the Jews 
understood through the sacrifices and offerings of the priests; a concept hard for us to understood through the sacrifices and offerings of the priests; a concept hard for us to 
appreciate today. 

Hagner (p.82) describes priests as “one who represents humanity in matters related to 
God…It is done by the offering of gifts and sacrifices for sins.” This is in contrast to prophets 
who represent God in matters related to mankind.

Vv.1, 4: There were two requirements to be the high priest: (1) they were to be selected 
from among men i.e. they had to be humans (v.1), and (2) called by God (v.4). They had to 
identify with fellow humans and yet be distinct. Just as Aaron was among the people, Christ 
also “came down” in human form (2:17).  Although the Levites were semi-priests, it was 
only the descendants of Aaron who could become the high priests. In this manner, God was 
the one who “called” the priests in OT times.

Gifts were offerings; sacrifices involved blood.

Commentators say that by Jesus’ time, the high priest office was bought by the rich folks.
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V.2: The terms “ignorant and misguided” imply unintentional sins due to our human nature 
(Num. 15:29); however intentional sinners have no provision. (Num. 15:30) Guthrie, p. 187-(Num. 15:29); however intentional sinners have no provision. (Num. 15:30) Guthrie, p. 187-
8.

The high priest, being human was able to empathize with the people and deal gently with 
them, so too is Jesus due his humanness (but not sinfulness) (2:18, 4:15).

V.3: The high priest was obligated, on the Day of Atonement, to offer up sacrifices for both 
himself and the sins of the people. (Lev.16:5-11, 15, 21-22, 32, 34).  This practice of the 
Aaronic priests of Israel is contrasted with Jesus’ role at 7:26-28.
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Vv. 5-6: This passage reaffirms what was said at 2:7, 12; Christ was both divine and 
incarnate and is the same one appointed by God for priesthood. His son-ship links Him to incarnate and is the same one appointed by God for priesthood. His son-ship links Him to 
the priesthood; He is the High Priest because He is the Son of God. His priesthood was also 
better because it is eternal.

On PowerPoint:
Ps. 2:7 leads (v.5) leads to 110:4 (v. 6). 
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“Let there be no misunderstanding here, God the Father and God the Son were not at odds 
with one another, thereby a loving Son placating the wrath of an angry Father. No, look at with one another, thereby a loving Son placating the wrath of an angry Father. No, look at 
what the passage above from Romans says, “Whom God put forward”. It was the work of a 
loving Father (John 3:16 ), in concert with the love and willingness of the Son to satisfy the 
legal demands held against sinners. (Colossians 2:14 ) In doing this, God the Father 
propitiated or satisfied His own wrath, through the propitiation He provided, namely His 
Son Jesus.”

Perichoresis is a Christian theological term that refers to the fellowship of the three persons 
within the eternal Trinity: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It can be said that each 
member of the Godhead permeates the other, indwells the other, is related to the other, and 
yet each also retains distinction. No other beings have perichoresis. Different people, for 
example, can share a common nature, but they are distinct individuals and distinct beings. 
www.CARM.

Perichoresis is the fellowship of three co-equal Persons perfectly embraced in love and 
harmony and expressing an intimacy that no one can humanly comprehend. The Father 
sends the Son (John 3:16), and the Spirit proceeds from the Father and was sent by the Son 
(John 15:26)—another example of perichoresis, with the result that God’s people are 
blessed. www.gotquestions
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V.8: Christ’s “learning” was the process of becoming a disciple (Is. 50:4) through daily 
submission to the Father’s will. (BBC) His obedience did not mean he was previously submission to the Father’s will. (BBC) His obedience did not mean he was previously 
disobedient, but rather He learned obedience by obeying. Jesus did not learn how to be 
obedient; He learned what is involved in obedience. (Rom. 1:5; 16:25-27) D. Guzik.

Christ’s path to appointment was one of suffering, obedience, and endurance.” Guthrie 
189. The words obedience and perfect refer to Christ’s willing submission to God’s will and 
especially to the concept of completion. Guthrie, 195.

Note in v.9 He became the source of salvation for those who obey Him. In this context, He 
set the example that the readers, under persecution , could follow (obey). 

V.10: Upon completion of his obedience o the cross, now Christ is fully qualified to be 
appointed as the High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek. We will learn more 
about M. in later chapters.
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On the PowerPoint draw the chiasmus of verses 5:1-5:10 on p. 192 Guthrie. This type of 
literature was useful to the Hebrews because of its rhetorical effect (beauty and poem) as literature was useful to the Hebrews because of its rhetorical effect (beauty and poem) as 
well as a mnemonic tool for remembrance. Guthrie, 192.

Simply put, a chiasm is a repetition of similar ideas in the reverse sequence. The 
importance of the chiastic structure is found in its hidden emphasis and its clarification of 
context. (See Being an Overcomer for an interpretation of the above chiasm, adapted from 
my book). And it is not insignificant – having now analyzed half of the Bible by sampling at 
least 25% of every book, I project there are over one thousand examples in the Bible!
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V.11-12: The reason it is hard to explain is not because it is complex, but rather because the 
audience is spiritualLy hard of hearing. “Dull,” in the Greek referred to sluggish, dull, audience is spiritualLy hard of hearing. “Dull,” in the Greek referred to sluggish, dull, 
dimwit, negligent, and/or lazy. Guthrie, 201.

The author uses the term “milk” to point out they are babies in the faith and slow to learn 
as babes. NIV. (1 Cor. 3:2; 1 PeMakest. 2:2)

These two verses make the point that the learning that is to follow in Chapters 7-10 is for 
mature Christians. Hagner, 85.

V.13: They therefore lacked a fundamental understanding of the “word of righteousness,” 
Hagner, 86, (or moral basics) which could be stated as the ABC’s of God’s oracles. Guthrie, 
202.

V.14: “Solid food” refers to the advanced teachings of the faith. Note the concept of 
practice: we all stumble as babes, but are capable of growing spiritually as we experience 
our faith and grow in doctrine.
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Heb. 6:1-3: Those Elementary Principles
V. 1-2: THEREFORE:V. 1-2: THEREFORE:
These elementary principles were beliefs the immature Christians (hopefully) held even before they 
became Christians and were a result of their Jewish background. “This may suggest that the readers 
were attempting somehow to remain within Judaism by emphasizing items held in common 
between Judaism and Christianity; In order to appease their neighbors they may have been trying 
to survive with a minimal Christianity. 

These elementary teachings were far short of the basic Christian doctrines and referred to their OT 
background. The structure is best understood as follows:

“not laying again: 
the foundation of repentance and faith

and
instructions about:

baptisms (note plural, i.e. ceremonial washings). (Heb. 9:10)
laying on of hands (by the priests). (Lev. 16:21).
resurrection of the dead. (Job 19:25-27; Ps. 17:15)
eternal judgment (Ps. 9:17)

These instructions were considered by the author to be dead works, rituals, meant to be left behind 
as they were lifeless and nothing compared to the freedom found in Christ.

They are being urged here to move on, not to fall back, to be able to endure in spite of persecution. 

V.3: A reminder and encouragement that God is in their court and always there to help.
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1. The characters in this drama (Melchizedek, the  O.T. Levitical High Priests, and Christ) 
were real people. The readers understood this was not allegory or metaphorical were real people. The readers understood this was not allegory or metaphorical 
language and so should we.

2. Jesus’ role as High Priest is a result of a divine decree; we do well to better understand 
the role of a priest in our salvation and sanctification journeys.

3. Christ set the example of obedience for us to imitate and follow.
4. We may be called to suffer as Christ did: We want to walk with God in the Garden of 

Eden before we have suffered in the Garden of Gethsemane. Yet the two go together 
over our lifetimes. 

5. “We have to be continually reminded of what we believe.” (C.S. Lewis) Theology and 
doctrine do matter in the nitty-gritty highways and byways of life. What we know and 
believe steers our decisions and actions. 
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