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We thus come to the end of the inclusio first introduced in lesson 5 at Heb. 5:1-3 
(repeat slide). 

An inclusio is a common Biblical literary tool that places similar material at the 
beginning and end of a passage that helps the reader better understand and emphasize the 
included material. 

Note the similarity of ideas between 5:1-3 and 7:27-28. Discuss the differences.
In this inclusio, 5:11-6:20 are an internal bracket, meant as an encouragement. 

vv.26-28: Summary & Transition
• Fitting to have a high priest that is sinless and above us.
• He  did not need to have sins offered for himself, but rather has offered the sacrifice of

himself.[1]

• This sacrifice was not required repeatedly, but once for all as seen at 10:1-18 (10:10), the 
finality of the Son’s sacrifice.

• The Law appointed weak high priests; God’s oath (after the law) appointed a perfect high 
priest, His Son.
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The fact that Jesus Christ is morally perfect and yet identified with us in our needs and 
temptations makes Him superior to any other priest, past or present. 
(7:26-28) For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, 
separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; who does not need daily, like those 
high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, 
because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. 

Those of his readers who wanted to go back into the Old Testament priesthood would have 
to leave this suitable High Priest. (7:26-28)
Warren Wiersbe, Wiersbe Bible Commentary: New Testament (Co. Sprgs., David C. Cook, 
2007), e-Sword commentary on Hebrews 8.
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As a high priest, it is necessary for Christ to offer up gifts and sacrifices (in the sanctuary 
(Deut. 12:13-14).  However He is not a priest here on earth (as He was from the tribe of 
Judah, not Levi). The point of verse 4 is that He was not qualified on earth as a Levitical 
priest, and could not serve in the temple in Jerusalem. But this does not mean that He could 
not perform the functions of a Melchizedekan priest.
Therefore his sanctuary is in heaven where He is at sitting at the right hand of God. 
A “type” is an Old Testament picture of a New Testament truth. Each type is identified as 
such in the New Testament, so we must not try to make every Old Testament person or 
event into a type. 
The priests then serving in the temple were actually serving in a sanctuary that was a copy 
(“example”) of the heavenly sanctuary. The quotation is from Exo_25:40

This is a telling argument for remaining faithful to Jesus Christ and not going back into 
Judaism. The earthly priesthood and sanctuary seemed quite real and stable, and yet they 
were but copies of the true! The Old Testament system was but shadows (see Col_2:17). 
The Law was but a “shadow of good things to come” (Heb_10:1); the true and full light 
came in Jesus Christ. So why go back into the shadows?

William MacDonald, Bible Believer’s Commentary, (Nashville, Thomas Nelson, 1995) e-
Sword.
Ibid.
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v. 6: Jesus is the mediator of a better covenant based on better promises (that the Laws 
of God would be put on their hearts and minds).

vv. 7-9: Note the fault was not the covenant, but rather “them;” the Israelites 
themselves. (Rom. 7:12) The New Covenant (following) is a recital, from beginning to end, 
of what God agrees to do; this is its strength. Jer. 31:31-34.

vv. 10-12: These are: (1) an inner inclination to obey (God will put His laws in their 
minds and write them on their hearts) (Isa. 11:9; 54:13; Hab. 2:14), (2) a firm relationship 
with God (I will be their God, and they will be My people), (3) the knowledge of God (they 
will all know Me), and (4) the forgiveness of sins (I will forgive their wickedness and will 
remember their sins no more). These are the “better promises” alluded to in Heb_8:6.

v. 13: Matt. 24:1-2. The Temple on earth would soon be destroyed. Most likely this 
prophecy was fulfilled within a few years (Titus, AD 70).
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So to whom does this apply? Israel only? Christians only? Both? The New Covenant is 
God’s appointed vehicle for fulfilling the Abrahamic blessings to Israel. (Gen. 17:1-8; 8:8). 

But the Abrahamic Covenant also promised universal blessing (Gen. 18:18; Gal. 3:8), 
so the New Covenant becomes as well God’s vehicle of salvation for believers since the 
Cross.

Discuss Rom. 11:25-28. “After the fullness of the Gentiles...”
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Mark 13:1-2
(1)  As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples *said to Him, "Teacher, behold 
what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!"

(2)  And Jesus said to him, "Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left 
upon another which will not be torn down."

The Temple on earth would soon be destroyed, about 37 years later.. Most likely this 
prophecy was fulfilled within a few years (Titus, AD 70).
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Contemporary Relevance

First: Anti-Semitism

Much of Hebrews, and especially Chapter 8 is considered by most commentators as a 
polemic against the old Jewish sacrificial system. In a large sense this is true, but we need 
be careful. Modern Christians, especially in the West, dismiss the OT Levitical system of 
sacrifice and the Jewish religion in particular; we ignore it. Nevertheless, it is the basis for 
Christianity.
Anti-Semitism still rages throughout the ages, and even today is raising its head in Europe 
again. The majority of those responsible for the Holocaust were associated with the 
Christian faith and the church. Some today even paint the New Testament as anti-Jewish. 
But that is a false picture.
Yahweh revealed Himself to the world, in writing, first through the Old Testament (Heb 1:1-
4). We must remember that Jesus’ first followers, the apostles, all but Luke of the NT 
writers, were all Jewish.
CHRISTIANITY IS NOT A GENTILE RELIGION, BUT A JEWISH RELIGION THAT 
HAS GRAFTED IN GENTILES! It is polemical; but rather than being anti-Semitic, it is 
thoroughly Semitic.

Second: Heb. 8 (and especially the quote from Jer. 31) is the essence of Christianity; the 
internalization of our religion, not just the external religious practices. God’s laws have 
been written on the hearts and minds of believers and our sins have been covered.
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