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9:2   The tabernacle ( a portable temple) was a tentlike structure in which God dwelt 
among the Israelites from the time of their encampment at Mount Sinai to the building of 
the temple. The area around the tabernacle was called the outer court. It was enclosed by a 
fence consisting of a series of bronze posts with linen cloth stretched between them. As the 
Israelite entered the tabernacle court through the gate at the east, he came to the altar of 
burnt offering, where the sacrificial animals were slain and burned; then to the laver, a large 
bronze stand containing water, in which the priests washed their hands and feet.

The tabernacle itself measured about 45 feet long, 15 feet wide, and 15 feet high. It was 
divided into two compartments. The first, the Holy Place, was 30 feet long and the second, 
the Most Holy Place, was 15 feet long.

The tent consisted of a wooden framework covered by goats' hair curtains and 
weatherproof drapes of animal skins. These coverings formed the top, back, and sides of the 
tent. The front of the tabernacle was an embroidered veil.

The Holy Place contained three articles of furniture:
1. The table of showbread, on which were twelve cakes of unleavened bread, 

representing the twelve tribes of Israel. These cakes were called “bread of the Presence” 
because they were set before the face or presence of God. The showbread symbolizes the 
material abundance that God gives to the Jews.

2. The golden lampstand, (menora) with seven arms reaching upward and holding oil-
burning lamps.

3. The golden altar of incense, on which the holy incense was burned morning and 
evening.
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In 35 B.C. King Herod rebuilt the Baris, a strong fortress to protect the Temple Mount. 
It was located on the Northwest corner of the Temple Mount and called the Fortress of 
Antonia, named after Herod’s friend Marc Antony and another of Herod's landmarks. It 
stood 115 feet high and was partly surrounded by a deep ravine 165 feet wide. It functioned 
as headquarters for the Roman soldiers, a palace and a barracks. Herod constructed a secret 
passage from the fortress to the Temple.

While overlooking Jerusalem, the Antonia Fortress was garrisoned with 600 Roman 
soldiers, who watched over the Temple courts in order to preserve order. The Bible spoke 
about the Antonia Fortress as a barracks (Acts 21:37), and it was here that Paul gave an 
address to the people (22:1-21).

Basilicia: Originally, the word was used to refer to an ancient Roman public building, 
where courts were held, as well as serving other official and public functions.
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A modern model of what the Temple looked like (and what the Jews today hope it will 
look like in the future).
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The Mercy Seat: A solid slab of pure gold formed the lid on top of the Ark, and it was 
called the Mercy Seat of kapporeth. Moses met him there (Num. 7:89). 

God’s presence appeared as a cloud resting between the cherubim on the Mercy Seat. 
The sufficiency and completeness of the sacrifice of Christ is seen in the two goats. The 

blood of the first goat was sprinkled on the ark, ritually appeasing the wrath of God for 
another year. The second goat removed the sins of the people into the wilderness where they 
were forgotten and no longer clung to the people. Sin is both propitiated and expiated God’s 
way.

Propitiation is the act of appeasing the wrath of God, while expiation is the act of 
atoning for sin and removing it from the sinner. Both together are achieved eternally by 
Christ. When He sacrificed Himself on the cross, He appeased God’s wrath against sin, 
taking that wrath upon Himself: “Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much 
more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him!” (Romans 5:9). The removal of sin 
by the second goat was a living parable of the promise that God would remove our 
transgressions from us as far as the east is from the west (Psalm 103:12) and that He would 
remember them no more (Hebrews 8:12; 10:17). 
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This passage lays out the inferiority of the earthly sanctuary:
1. It is earthly and built by man. (8:2; 9:11)
2. It is a type of something better. (9:23)
3. Not accessible to the people. (9:6-7; 10:19, 20)
4. Temporary. (9:8-9)
5. Ministry was external, not internal. (9:9-10)
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In Rom 3:25, Christ is said to be our hilasterion , meaning either propitiation (the 
appeasing of God’s anger towards sin), or expiation (a removal of the guilt of sin). The point 
is that Christ’s death on the cross corresponds to the sprinkling of blood on the lid of the ark 
in the Holy of Holies by the high priest. What the high priest did was foreshadow what 
Christ would do.

The Greek word for propitiation (hilasterion) is also used in the Septuagint for the 
mercy seat, the lid that covered the ark of the covenant, upon which sacrificial blood was 
sprinkled as an atonement for sin. While it might be said that this passage is saying “Jesus is 
our mercy seat,” it probably has more the straightforward idea of propitiation - a substitute 
sacrifice.
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Heb 9:15-22: Christ as Mediator of the New Covenant:

The word “covenant” not only means “an agreement,” but it also carries the idea of “a 
last will and testament.” If a man writes his will, that will is not in force until he dies. It was 
necessary for Jesus Christ to die so that the terms of the New Covenant might be enforced. 
He became the mediator by his death (9:15).

The Old Covenant was enacted by the shedding of blood, that of animals.  (Ex. 24:6-8; 
12:2; 1 Tim. 2:5-6).
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Heb. 9:23-10:10: Summary of Christ’s final answer to sin: From Hagner’s Table p. 
122:

Regarding the last row: Ryrie states: “…without reference to sin. I.e., apart from the sin 
question. In His first coming Christ dealt with sin once for all; in His second coming He 
will take redeemed sinners to Himself in the consumation of their salvation.”
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Heb. 10:5-10: Christ’s prophetic words from Psalm 40:6-8 were brought forward as 
further proof of the old system being insufficient and Christ Himself being the solution to 
the sin problem. Another example of sensus plenior and plesher.

Think of the author’s thrill at pulling forward Psalm 40!! Did he discover it, or was it 
common knowledge?

Hagner lays out an ABAB pattern:
A: Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,
B. but a body you prepared for me;
A: with burnt offerings and sin offering you were not pleased.
B: Then I said, “Here I am-it is written about me in the scroll-I have come to do your 

will, O God.”

“Midrashic Christological interpretation utilizing sensus plenior
Christ abolishes the first in order to establish the second (v. 9) and we are sanctified 

once for all (v. 10).

Donald A Hagner, Encountering the Book of Hebrews, (Grand Rapids, Baker, 2006), 
129.
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Heb. 10:11-18: We now reach the conclusion of the author’s argument which began at 
110:1:Heb. 5:1. In verses 11-14 he repeats the themes which began with Psalm 110:1:

• Each priest required daily offerings which did not take away sins,
• Christ however, offered one sacrifice for sins for all time,
• then sat down at the right hand of the Father (1:3),
• until His enemies be made a footstool (1:13).

and then repeating Jer. 31:31-34:
• He will make a new covenant with them,
• Their laws will be upon their minds and hearts, and
• I will remember their sins no more.
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