
Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, for 

which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal.  But the word of God is not bound!  Therefore 

I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ 

Jesus with eternal glory.          II Timothy 2:8-10 

 

A lot has happened since we last wrote you at Christmas.  The year got off to a 

busy start.  Between January & March we had 4 teams & many more scheduled 

before we planned to leave for the States in July.  Southern Hills, OKC did a 

great job with an intensive discipleship program with the Kasa of the 

islands.  They created 2 new worship songs, learned to share the faith , leading 

3 to the Lord & participated for the first time in the Lord’s Supper.  FBC 

Farmersville came twice to work toward church formation & outreach among 

the Bayot.  They also helped teach a regional women’s prayer meeting that was 

a huge blessing to the believers here.  Highland Crest was in route to us when 

the Board announced a moratorium on volunteer teams in response to the 

COVID19 pandemic.  Since they were here, we went ahead & put them to 

work.  They visited 4 different locations & led 18 people to the Lord.  However, 

it was also a stressful trip as the news of the pandemic spread, people were not 

as open to visitors.  As we started to see borders close, we worked to get tickets 

rerouted for their return to the US. 

All of our teams & meetings have been canceled for the foreseeable 

future.  Because three of us have medical conditions that put us in the high risk 

category, the Board asked us to relocate or self isolate.  We felt led to stay put & 

self isolate.  We have been in the house since mid-March.  The government here 

has been very proactive in trying to control the spread of C19.  It has continued 

to grow, but at a slower pace than many other places.  However, the African 

culture & economy is not equipped to handle a long quarantine.  The 

government announced yesterday that they will begin taking measures to reopen 

the country.  Please pray for the leaders to have wisdom & for God’s protection 

especially for those who have not yet heard.  We are  continuing our ministries 

at a distance as much as possible.  We are in regular contact with many of the 

believers & leaders to encourage them.  We have offered our English students a 

practice group through What’s App; so far we have shared 5 different Bible 

stories in English & French to help the students work on vocabulary & 

pronunciation.  It’s been challenging to get a group online at the same time to 

foster discussion, though.  Please pray that they will truly dwell on these stories 

and allow them to work in their hearts.  We have purchased rice for some of our 

neighbors & pastor.  The radio ministry continues, & we are working with 

leadership to request a Send Relief grant to help support pastors and widows 

during this time.  Thank you for you faithful prayers on our behalf. 

 
A Note about Funding from Our President 

We are incredibly grateful to steward the sacrificial 

investment that SBC have been making in getting the 

Good News to the nations for 175 years.  A growth in 

giving leading into March 2020 has enabled the 

Board to enter into the storm of this pandemic from a 

strong financial position. 

The impact of Covid-19, however, upon local 

churches—and, thus, the impact upon the Board—is 

quickly becoming evident.  Our revenue totals for 

March and April have dipped $2million below 

budget.  Moreover, we have made a significant 

investment in evacuating and relocating overseas 

personnel from certain places around the globe for a 

host of reasons related to the pandemic.  These were 

unbudgeted expenses that are coming in at about $2 

million.  That amount includes getting our personnel 

back to the field or, in some cases, getting them 

established in new places.  Some of our personnel 

were required to leave everything behind and will 

need to start life anew in another harvest field.   

We are accounting for this combined negative impact 

of $4 million by cuts to spending and a hiring freeze 

for most stateside staff positions.  Because of the past 

generosity of SBC, we are in a solid financial 

position, but we will need help staying there.  So we 

are appealing to any faithful givers to make an 

additional gift through the LMCO right now as an 

investment in caring for missionaries and ensuring 

that the witness to the Good News among the nations 

is not interrupted.  Every gift through the LMCO is 

dedicated to the field. 

If you feel led to make an additional gift of support, 

please visit https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-

christmas-offering/  
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