
Chapter 10 concluded with what I call a coach’s encouragement, or pep talk to motivate 
the listeners. The author continues this theme by providing examples from their Jewish 
history of individuals that exhibited faith through their actions.

Chapter 11 is one of the more famous one’s in the New Testament and deserved some 
great titles; I’ll just call it simply “Historic examples of faith.”

The word faith is mentioned 24 times in this chapter alone; 32 times in the Book of 
Hebrews (more than any other book in the New Testament). 
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(Heb 11:1)  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

Verses 1-3 are not so much a definition of faith, but rather describe attributes of faith. 
But let’s first define what Biblical faith is not, then what it is:

Not: 
• a blind leap with no evidence (faith in faith alone; superstition),
• a feeling or emotion (fantasy),
• an intellectual understanding,
• putting our trust in anything other than God and His Word (spiritualism).
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Biblical faith can be described in various ways:
• Faith is the firm persuasion that God will perform all that He has promised to us in 

Christ.
• Faith is confidence in the trustworthiness of God. It is the conviction that what God says 

is true and that what He promises will come to pass.
• Faith is being sure and certain about unseen hopes and realities.
• Faith gives understanding to the (unseen) invisible world.
• Acknowledging God as the object of our faith.
• Faith enables the believing soul to treat the future as present and the invisible as seen.

Keith L. Brooks, Summarized Bible, (Public Domain), e-sword on Heb. 11.
William MacDonald, Bible Believer’s Commentary, (Nashville, Thomas Nelson, 1995) e-sword on Heb. 

11. 
John F. Walvoord, Ray Zuck, The Bible Knowledge Commentary, E-Sword on Heb. 11:1-3. 
David Guzig, Enduring Word Commentary, (2014), e-sword.
Warren Wiersbe, Wiersbe Bible Commentary: New Testament (Co. Sprgs., David C. Cook, 2007), e-

Sword commentary on Hebrews 11.
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In chapter eleven we find eleven unseen things which are a factor of our faith: 
1. v.1: things hoped for, but not yet seen,
2. v. 3: creation from what cannot be seen,
3. v. 6: that God exists and rewards,
4. v. 7: events yet unseen,
5. v. 8: an unknown country / place,
6. v. 10: the city with permanent foundations,
7. v. 13: seeing from a long way off (the things God promised),
8. v. 14: looking for a country,
9. v. 16: the heavenly country,
10. v. 26: keeping the future reward in view, and
11. v. 27: as though seeing the invisible God. 

Donald A Hagner, Encountering the Book of Hebrews, (Grand Rapids, Baker, 2006), 146.
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Biblical faith can be described in various ways:
• Faith is the firm persuasion that God will perform all that He has promised to us in 

Christ.
• Faith is confidence in the trustworthiness of God. It is the conviction that what God says 

is true and that what He promises will come to pass.
• Faith is being sure and certain about unseen hopes and realities.
• Faith gives understanding to the (unseen) invisible world.
• Acknowledging God as the object of our faith.
• Faith enables the believing soul to treat the future as present and the invisible as seen.
• Faith is put in what we know, not what we don’t know.

Keith L. Brooks, Summarized Bible, (Public Domain), e-sword on Heb. 11.
William MacDonald, Bible Believer’s Commentary, (Nashville, Thomas Nelson, 1995) e-sword on Heb. 

11. 
John F. Walvoord, Ray Zuck, The Bible Knowledge Commentary, E-Sword on Heb. 11:1-3. 
David Guzig, Enduring Word Commentary, (2014), e-sword.
Warren Wiersbe, Wiersbe Bible Commentary: New Testament (Co. Sprgs., David C. Cook, 2007), e-

Sword commentary on Hebrews 11.
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We will learn in chapter 11 that faith is confident action. A lengthy, but accurate 
description is:

Faith is confidence that results in action carried out in a variety of situations by 
ordinary people in response to the unseen God and his promises, with various earthly 
outcomes but always the ultimate outcome of God’s commendation and reward.

George H. Guthrie, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 1998), 390.
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Hebrews 11:4-32: Examples of Faithful Individuals

Basically, read the following while the folks look at all the references on the screen: 

The author now elects to encourage the audience by reminding them of the faithful 
actions of well-known individuals in their Jewish history. 

The emphasis is not about the assurance the individuals had, but rather how each gave 
expression, through obedience, of their faith. 

We learned in past chapters that faith equals obedience and faithlessness equals 
disobedience. We recall James 2:18, 20, and 26 where this point is made that faith without 
action is a dead faith.

In motivating the readers, he is repeating the admonition at 6:12 where he encourages 
them to  “not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises.” 

And thus the author now provides a long list of historical figures the audience is 
familiar with and the “confident actions” they took in obedience.

The section is broken up with a brief interlude or parenthesis in vv. 13-16 which we 
will address as we come to it. 

At this point the students will identify in a handout the actions taken by the individuals 
of faith that were meant as a model for the readers.
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The section is broken up with a brief interlude or parenthesis in vv. 13-16 which we 
will address as we come to it. 

At this point the students will identify in a handout the actions taken by the individuals 
of faith that were meant as a model for the readers.
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At this point the students will identify in a handout the actions taken by the individuals 
of faith that were meant as a model for the readers. Have them begin with vv. 4-12.
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At this point the students will identify in a handout the actions taken by the individuals 
of faith that were meant as a model for the readers. Have them begin with vv. 4-12.
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This parenthesis once again addresses the issue of seen versus unseen as we saw in 
verse 1. A powerful passage that the previously mentioned individuals (and see v. 39 to 
include those mentioned in the rest of the chapter) that they: (1) died with faith, (2) did not 
receive the promises in this life, (3)  yet believed the promises made to them, (4) saw these 
promises from afar acknowledging they were mere exiles in this life, and (5) that their faith 
was in a heavenly country, unseen, not one of this earth. 

Just as Abraham did not “go back” to the country of his origin, so the Hebrew audience 
should not revert back to Judaism.
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At this point the students will continue to identify in a handout the actions taken by the 
individuals of faith that were meant as a model for the readers. Have them begin with vv. 
17-31. 
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At this point the students will continue to identify in a handout the actions taken by the 
individuals of faith that were meant as a model for the readers. Have them begin with vv. 
17-31.
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At this point the students will continue to identify in a handout the actions taken by the 
individuals of faith that were meant as a model for the readers. Have them begin with vv. 
17-38.
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At this point the students will continue to identify in a handout the actions taken by the 
individuals of faith that were meant as a model for the readers. Have them begin with vv. 
17-38.
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The author now resorts to necessary abbreviation to listing a few more faithful 
Israelites (there would have been more). Have the students identify as many characters as 
they can that fit the circumstances.
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The author now resorts to necessary abbreviation to listing a few more faithful 
Israelites (there would have been more) and a few of the persecutions they suffered as a 
result of their faith. Have the students identify as many characters as they can that fit the 
circumstances.
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The transition in Heb. 11:35 is important: not all men and women of faith experienced 
miraculous deliverance. Some were tortured and died! 

Read vv.35-38:
(35)  Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not 

accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection;
(36)  and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and 

imprisonment.
CLICK FOR GRAPHICS
(37)  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to 

death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, 
ill-treated

(38)  (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains 
and caves and holes in the ground.

Faith enables us to turn from the approval of the world and seek only the approval of 
God. If God is glorified by delivering His people, He will do it. If He sees fit to be glorified 
by not delivering His people, then He will do that. But we must never conclude that the 
absence of deliverance means a lack of faith on the part of God’s children.

Warren Wiersbe, Wiersbe Bible Commentary: New Testament (Co. Sprgs., David C. Cook, 2007), e-
Sword.
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Before we finish, it’s critical that we don’t make “unique heroes” out of these examples 
of the faith. Just because they are listed in the Bible does not make them any more “heroic” 
than what we can be. They were mere sinful men and women. 

Recall that Noah got drunk and lay naked in his tent, Abraham and Isaac lied about 
their wives, Jacob was the great deceiver, Moses committed murder, the Israeli people were 
a bunch of ungrateful grumblers, Rahab was a prostitute, Gideon doubted greatly, and David 
was an adulterer. So let’s acknowledge that real faith is carried out by real people, real 
pilgrims that have not yet arrived.

We can be real heroes too in the simple things in life by how we manage our bank 
accounts, use our tongues, or treat our brothers and sisters.
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Verse 39 mirrors verse 2 (they please God because of their faith) and forms the inclusio
we have examined. “These men and women of history had established themselves as 
appropriate examples for the hearers who were now being faced with choosing the path of 
faith and obedience or the alternative, that of faithlessness and disobedience.” They lived 
their faith even though they did not receive, on earth, what was promised because God has 
prepared a better place. 

The last sentence  means that although they did not see the Messiah or the New 
Covenant, they will become “perfect” (reach the goal), along with the audience of Hebrews. 
The hearers need to know the saints of old will join them in that which is in store for them.

George H. Guthrie, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 
1998), 385.
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