
Practical Christian living, especially in times of persecution.
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vv. 1-6: Even in times of societal rejection and other forms of persecution, the listeners are 
encouraged to live with Christian values.encouraged to live with Christian values.

vv. 7-19: Believers are held to a higher standard of living and these verses address the 
spiritual aspect of their lives.

vv. 20-26: Among the most beautiful benedictions in the Bible, this passage also reflects 
the personal love and concern that the author had for his listeners.
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Six exhortations reflecting Christ’s love in society. Recall the context that the hearers have 
not been exposed to the New Testament as we have and so are still strongly “Jewish” in not been exposed to the New Testament as we have and so are still strongly “Jewish” in 
their thinking; the O.T. references are foremost in their minds.
1. Continue loving the brethren. Continue implies they are doing well with this oft-repeated 
command (Rom. 13:9-10) Interestingly, I did an internet search for verses about “loving the 
brethren” and out of 100, only one was in the O.T. (Lev. 19:18). Consider the implication 
and difference between the Old and New Testaments regarding loving the brethren.
2. Show hospitality to strangers; some may even have been angels or messengers. (Gen. 
18:1-8; 1 Pet. 4:8-9). The pattern was set when Abraham entertained the Lord and two 
angels.
3. Prisoners in this sense is generally agreed to be those being held for their Christian 
beliefs; Paul is an example. The hearers had already been acknowledged earlier (10:34) for 
their care and concern for prisoners. Matt. 25:36 expresses Christ’s words.
4. Ill treated: We are to suffer along with those who are suffering, even in our spirit.
5. Honor the marriage vows. Two extremes were present in the day; asceticism with undue 
abstinence at one extreme and loose sexual behavior with mistresses and prostitutes at the 
other extreme, both a potential result of Gnostic influence and both degrading the 
marriage vows. This primarily addresses the latter. 
6. Sexual immorality and greed are linked in several N.T. passages (Eph. 4:17-19), yet these 
two verses speak more to contentment with the Lord in all things in life as quoted from 
Deut. 31:6, 8, Josh 1:5, 9, and Ps. 118:6).
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We move on to spiritual duties and how they varied from the former Jewish practices.

Verse eight seems out of place, but when put in context with verse seven seems to imply 
that their leaders may come and go, but Jesus remains their Messiah.

Emphasize the reading of Col. 2:16-23.
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Vv. 15-16: Adam Clarke wrote: “He has now fulfilled all vision and prophecy, has offered the 
last bloody sacrifice which God will ever accept; and as he is the gift of God’s love to the last bloody sacrifice which God will ever accept; and as he is the gift of God’s love to the 
world, let us through him offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, this being the 
substitute for all the Levitical sacrifices.”

Vv. 18-19: We can speculate that the leaders were under attack from Jewish critics, but the 
author and his brothers in Christ had a clear conscience desiring to do all things honorably. 

This request was confident that the prayers of the listeners would remove obstacles 
preventing him from coming.

We can also understand that the writer had a personal interest in those he was writing to.
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Perhaps the most beautiful benediction in the N.T.
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Warren Weirsbe wrote: “These personal references at the end of the letter raise questions 
that we cannot answer now. But the total impact of Hebrews answers the important that we cannot answer now. But the total impact of Hebrews answers the important 
question, “How can I stand firm in a world that is shaking all around me?” The answer: 
know the superior Person, Jesus Christ; trust His superior priesthood; and live by the 
superior principle of faith. Build your life on the things of heaven that will never shake.”

Well, we have looked together at the book of Hebrews wearing, as it were, our first 
century Jewish “hat.” We recall now the context of the times and conditions that existed 
when this letter was written. The majority of the listeners were Jewish Christians, some 
perhaps had not yet received Christ. 

Some were, after having accepted Christ as their Messiah, now being urged and 
compelled to either continue with their Jewish practices along with their Christianity, or 
reject their new faith and return completely to Judaism.

Their social standings were reduced; some lost their jobs, others were rejected by 
their Jewish friends and families, and some were persecuted economically and otherwise 
by the Roman government which considered Christianity not only an atheistic faith, but 
also an illegal one.

Drawing extensively on the Jewish scripture (LXX) and  Jewish traditions, the author 
makes use of the listeners knowledge and using types, exhortations, and warnings, makes 
the case that Jesus is the complete fulfillment of God’s covenant with man. 

But what relevance does the book have for us today in the 21st century? 
Let’s summarize.
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We now close with my concluding thanks to you for participating in the study of the book 
of Hebrews. I can think of no better conclusion than what God inspirited the writer to give of Hebrews. I can think of no better conclusion than what God inspirited the writer to give 
to his listeners at Heb. 13:20-21.
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